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Purpose 

 

 

 The Direction of Scientific Affairs and Fishery 
Resources – DACRP - is responsible for the 
regional coordination of scientific aspects and 
their linkages with policy and research using an 
Ecosystem approach framework 
 

 

 



Coordinating our knowledge: the 
supporting network 

 Scientific Technical Committee of the Regional Action 
Plan for Sharks, Skates and Chimeras. (UN Code of 
Conduct for Responsible Fisheries IPOA Sharks) 

 Working Groups on trade mechanism (fishery subsidies) 
and gender (WTO, FAO) 

 Committee for the coordination of Regional 
Oceanographic Cruises 

 Specialized Database Working Group 

 Scientific Committee of the Regional Program of the El 
Niño Phenomenon – ERFEN  

 South Pacific Regional Tsunami Warning System – 
SRATPS 

 Regional Alliance of the Global Ocean Observing System 
(GOOS) for the South-East Pacific - GRASP 

 



Issues 
 

 Variability and climate change 

 Regional oceanography 

 Mitigation of risks due to natural 

phenomena 

 Management of living and non-living 

resources (IUU, mining) 

 Fisheries activities, including economic 

and social aspects (ecosystem approach to 

fisheries, subsides, gender)  

 Food security and poverty alleviation 

 
 

 



Issues for further cooperation at 
a glance 

 Regional Coordination of the “El Niño” studies 
(ERFEN Protocol) 

 Natural Hazards reduction (Regional Tsunami 
Warning System - IOC). 

 Regional Coordination of the GOOS Alliance 

 Climate Change (ocean acidification, sea level, 
increasing strength natural events) 



ERFEN (Regional El Niño Protocol) (i) 

 Purpose: 

 Predict ocean-atmospheric changes, to implement 
adaptation / emergency policies. Considering impacts 
on fishing landings, agricultural and industrial 
performance, trade off decisions, management of 
hydro biological resources; among others. 

 The Protocol´s scientific base is supported on more 
than 50 research centers, institutions, universities 
and government bodies of the PSE. 
 

 



ERFEN (Regional El Niño Protocol) (ii) 

 El Niño Monitoring 
and forecast 

 

 Monthly climate 
bulletins (26 years 
of monthly 
publications) 

 

 



ERFEN (Regional El Niño Protocol) (iii) 

 Regional 
Oceanographic 
cruises 

 

 21 consecutive 
yearly cruises to 
date 

 

 



ERFEN (Regional El Niño Protocol) 
Regional Oceanographic cruises (i) 

 Agreed Regional Objective 
for the cruise 

 Characterize the 
oceanographic and 
meteorological conditions on 
the SEP during September-
November, with the purpose 
of contributing to integrated 
regional climate monitoring 
and the likely presence of El 
Niño/La Niña. 



ERFEN (Regional El Niño Protocol) 
Regional Oceanographic cruises (2) 

 Agreed Regional Specific Objectives for the 
cruise (i) 

 Evaluate the ocean-atmospheric conditions at the 
macro scale in the tropical Pacific associated with 
ocean-atmospheric processes during the cruise period 
and their effects on the dynamics of the SEP. 

 Evaluate the activity of the Intertropical Convergence 
Zone (ITCZ) and intensity of the South Pacific 
anticyclone (SPA) depending on weather conditions 
(air temperature, wind speed and direction and 
atmospheric pressure).  



ERFEN (Regional El Niño Protocol)  
Regional Oceanographic cruises (iii) 

 Agreed Regional Specific Objectives for the 
cruise 

 Evaluate the horizontal and vertical distribution of 
temperature, salinity, dissolved oxygen and density 
of the sea up to 500 m, and up to 1000 m depth in 
selected stations. 

 Estimate the currents in the SEP, through direct and 
indirect methods. 

 Determine the distribution of the oxygen minimum 
layer and its association with marine dynamics, 
particularly subsurface currents from Colombia to 
Chile 



ERFEN (Regional El Niño Protocol) 
Regional Oceanographic cruises (iv) 

 Agreed Regional Specific 
Objectives for the cruise 

 Determining marine 
productivity in terms of 
dissolved inorganic nutrients 
and function of Chlorophyll a, 
biomass and qualitative 
analysis of plankton. 

 Characterize the distribution 
of water masses and frontal 
areas in the region. 



Regional Tsunami Coordination 

 Coordination of the 
Regional Tsunami 
Warning System 

 Managing the Tsunami 
Platform as a Regional 
redundant 
communication system,  

 Training local coastal 
authorities & 
populations (DIPECHO-
IOC) 



Regional Coordination of GOOS 
(GRASP Alliance):Regional 
Operational Products 



Regional Coordination of GOOS 
(GRASP Alliance) Agreed Strategic Plan for 

2015-2020  

 Strategic area 1: Monitoring the 
Southeast Pacific Ocean 

 Strategic area 2: Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Research 

 Strategic area 3: Data 
Management 

 Strategic area 4: Adaptation and 
Mitigation in Coastal Areas 

 Strategic area 5: Monitoring 
Progress on the Strategic Plan 

 

 

 



Final Remarks 

 There are three main 
issues to build upon 
cooperation schemes: 

 
 Lessons learn (pilots projects 

and scaling) 

 Capacity building 
(multidisciplinary and cross-
sectoral) 

 Technology transfer 
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