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20 years ago 



Coastal Marine Bioregions Map 

Produced by Les Watling and Sarah Gerken 

Modelled after Briggs (1995) and Springer (1982) 

1998 2009 1998 2017 



Census of Marine Life (2000-2010) 



A journey of 50,000,000 records in time and space  



2009 1998 2017 



With the advent of global biogeographic databases, such as 

the Ocean Biogeographic Information System (OBIS, 

www.obis.org), detailed global biogeographic analyses, based 

on species distributions, should eventually become possible as 

species descriptions and distributional data are published. 

2013 



Marine biogeographic realms and species endemicity A global biogeographic classification of the mesopelagic zone 

2009 1998 2017 



Open-access to research data  
supports equitable access and benefit sharing and  

enhances international collaboration 



Reaching out to the world 



ROBIS 

xylookup 
service 



1200 papers 

2700 authors 

72 countries 
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VISION  

 

To be the most comprehensive 

gateway to the world’s ocean 

biodiversity and biogeographic 

data and information required to 

address pressing coastal and 

world ocean concerns. 
 
 



Post COML 



Data latency 



Global: median 2002 ABNJ only: median 1979 

Still a lot of data archeology – Building the baseline 

occurrence data provided 2015 onwards 



Advice to a Young 

Investigator (1897) 

“A scholar's positive 

contribution is measur

ed by the sum of 

the original 

data that he 

contributes. 

Hypotheses 

come and go but data 

remain.”  

 

Santiago Ramón y 

Cajal  

(Nobel Prize winner in 

1906)  



It is too much 
work! 



obistools R package https://github.com/iobis/obistools 

https://github.com/iobis/obistools


obistools R package 



I need 
training! 



In 2017: 151 people involved in 7 OBIS training courses 



OK, but I want 
to write 

several papers 
first 



OBIS is so 
great, do you 

want to 
collaborate and 
write a paper 

together? 

5 years later …. OBIS is so 
incomplete
.. I have a 
lot more 

data… 

Where the 
heck are 

those data ? 
??!!$#?! 



Flemish data contribution to OBIS 



Flemish data contribution to OBIS 



Flemish data 
contribution 
to OBIS 





 

UN Decade of 
Ocean Science for 

Sustainable 
Development 
(2021-2030) 



Time’s up! 



FOR MORE INFORMATION  

CONTACT 

Ward Appeltans 

Project manager 

w.appeltans@unesco.or
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Samuel Bosch 

Data science officer 

s.bosch@unesco.org 

Pieter Provoost 

Data manager 

p.provoost@unesco.org 


