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within the context of the

Flanders-UNESCO Science Trust Fund (FUST) 

for the support of UNESCO's activities in the field of science.
1. Project Title:

 “Eco-hydrological and socio-economical approach for the restoration of the lagoon Merja Zerga in Morocco”

2. Implementing Agency: 

UNESCO-FUST  N° 513MOR2000
3. Expected project duration (and starting date): 
14 days (30 October – 12 November 2006)

4. Estimated total project budget and funds requested: 
5748 US dollar (including 10% overhead costs)

5. External funding agency: 
Flemish Government of Belgium 

6. Project outline: 

6.1 Background:

Within the framework of the research project on the Merja Zerga (MZ) which is jointly coordinated by the University of Antwerp (UA, Belgium) and the Forest National School Engineers, Salé (ENFI, Morocco), with financial support of the VLIR (Flemish Inter-university Council); a series of activities was organized from the 17 to January 20, 2006 in Salé (Morocco), with the financial support of the Belgian Flemish Government and UNESCO-FUST, project N°: 513MOR2000. These activities aimed to present the project MZ at the potential donors to study the possibility of a possible extra financing of additional actions of research. The activities worked out during this period were: 
(i) visit to the MZ wetlands, to explain the constraints as well as the problems to be solved. This visit was preceded by an introduction made by Prof A. Khattabi by the ENFI which described the socio-economic and ecological values of MZ. Thereafter Dr. El Kahloun situated the framework of the project and its general and specific objectives. At the time of a small reception to the honor of the Belgian Ambassador and his delegation, the activities related to the integrated management of the natural resources of MZ were discussed. At the same time, the possibilities of promoting activities generating income for the local community to minimize the pressure on lagoon MZ were explored.
(ii) Organization of a seminar relating to the search for a common perception of the concepts and requirements of the durable development and the integrated management of the Moroccan wetlands (January 18, 2006). The seminar was subdivided in two parts: a conceptual part related to the approaches socio-economic and eco-hydrological of the management of the wetlands, a second part related to the possibilities of financing of the activities in relation to the management of the wetlands. 
(iii) visit of some recently classified RAMSAR site (January 19-20, 2006), to have an idea on the situation of the wetlands in Morocco. Because of the number of RAMSAR sites in Morocco (24 sites) as well as the long distance to traverse, only some sites have summers selected to know; Merja Zerga, Lagoon Sidi Boughaba, Marsh of Mohammedia, Oualidia Lagoon and Sebkha Zima.

Results obtained 

1/ suggestion to organize a seminar before starting the research activities in MZ and the publication of a report considering the various options for making the project successful.  

2/ participants agreed on the need for coordination of work which is done on the level of MZ and on the utility to proceed to approaches of integrated and multi-field to apprehend the problems of management of the wetlands. 

3/ participants also studied possibilities to improve the co-operation (North-South) and the working relationships between various groups intervening in the operations of protection and management of the wetlands in general and MZ in particular. 

4/ it proves that the organizations of RAMSAR and the GEF are potential sources of financing to be prospected in the future to mobilize funds for the benefit of research and safeguarding of the Moroccan wetlands, especially for the new Ramsar sites recently registered by Morocco. Preliminary contacts were established with the coordinator of the Ramsar sites on the level of Africa, which was invited besides to the seminar, and from the ideas of projects already emerged. 

5/ promote activities generating incomes in the region. This option is still discussed with the Belgian ministerial cabinet of energy, trades and the scientific policy.

6.2 Objectives of the Seminar
One of the results obtained from the first workshop UNESCO-FUST  N° 513MOR2000 held in Sale (Morocco) was a recommendation to organise a seminar before the launching of research on the level of MZ and the publication of a report considering the various options to make the project successful. The seminar will be held in Sale (Morocco) .
The major milestones will be the identification of the geographical regions where most case studies related to this project will take place, the available scientific and administrative data related to the MZ, streamlining of research topics. Next, the lines of research for each of the 8 masters and two doctoral research scholarships related to the project. A major milestone will also be the selection of proper candidates for the planned doctoral studies. During this seminar a multidisciplinary expedition will be organised bringing hydrologists, economists, sociologists, and ecologists together in the field to gather information for the implementation of the research. This expedition would be composed of local and international researchers and Flemish students. Flemish students would seek extra funding for this trip (VLIR Flemish Interuniversity Consul). 

Further more this seminar will be used to more efficiently design current and future research projects taking into consideration most acute needs, to avoid overlap in research activities and also to establish real collaboration where possible. 

Major activities:

1/ organise multi-disciplinary expedition with local and international researchers.

2/ structuring of research collaboration.

3/ plan and discuss the organisation of meetings relevant to fieldwork.

4/ Identify the relevant experts and stakeholders.

5/ design future research projects taking into consideration most acute needs.

6.4. Expected Outcome

Using a participatory approach, and in addition to the seminary itself, the following outputs are expected:

1) Publication of a report considering a number of options for making the project successful. 
2) Multi-disciplinary research approach for the restoration of the Merja Zerga. 

3) New perspectives for future international (North-South) collaboration to enhance management and conservation in Morocco;

7. Time Schedule

30 November 2006 to 12 November 2006: 14 days 

8. Budget for this workshop in Euros 

	ItEM 
	US Dollar

	
	

	Workshop & field expedition 


	5173

	Support costs UNESCO (10%)


	575

	
	

	TOTAL
	5748


