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The report is prepared for the review meeting scheduled for 11 December 2006

Project:  Geosphere-Biosphere Coupling Processes in the Ocean: the Training-through-Research approach towards Third World involvement

Budget code: 513RAF2005
Sector/Division: Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission (IOC)
Project officer: Ehrlich DESA
Project budget (including programme support costs) US$: 285,000
Implementation period:  

original: 2004-2007
revised: same
Date of most recent regular progress report on project: 13 April 2006

Major developments since the most recent progress report: 
· contribution to the ship-time was provided to carry out studies on the Moroccan Continental Margin during the “training-through-research” TTR16 cruise (June 2006); one participant from Morocco trained in research in marine geology and geophysics; geological and geophysical data collected and provided to the Mohamed V–Agdal University (Rabat) and Ghent University for further processing and analyses, and as training materials for the DESA course recently established at the Mohamed V-Agdal University;
· preparations are underway for a capacity building field course in Morocco (1-5 December 2006, the Kess-Kess region) in which a group of 13 DESA students from the Mohamed V-Agdal University will participate. After the field course the students will pass examinations. Students from some other Moroccan Universities (Marrakech and Tangier) are expected as well. Students from a few other countries of Africa (such as Mauritania and Mozambique) have also been invited.
· The DESA course in Oceanography has been launched at the Mohamed V-Agdal University as the result of the current project (UFR : OCEANOLOGIE ET GEODYNAMIQUE, DESA  “Géodynamique et valorisation des Marges océaniques (littoral et zone économique exclusive- GéoMar”, Accréditation N°: ST 05/05, Responsable : Prof. Naima HAMOUMI) and the established cooperation between this University and Ghent University.  
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Special problems to be addressed during the review meeting:

- NO


Particular observations on the financial situation of the project:

- 2006 funds remaining in the project will be used for a capacity building field action in Morocco (1-5 December 2006)

Recommendation on decisions to be taken during the review meeting:

- The project implementation is on schedule. The participation of Third-world countries has been enlarged to include Mauritania, Morocco, Mozambique and Senegal. Ghent University continues playing the key role in the project advancement.
