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I. Summary and Background: 
The Children's Rights Centre was set up in 1978 and is linked to the Department of Social Welfare Studies at Ghent University. The Centre organized an annual International Interdisciplinary Course in Children’s Rights between 1996 and 2000, and subsequent editions in 2003, 2004 and 2006. It ran an interdisciplinary research project on 'Human rights of children. Implementation and monitoring through participation'". This joint study focused in a second phase on participation of children and was a network research project between the Children’s Rights Centre and the Human Rights Centre of the Law Faculty of Ghent University, the Institute of Constitutional Law of the Law Faculty of the Catholic University of Leuven (K.U.Leuven) and the Department of Criminology and Penal Law of the Law Faculty of the Catholic University of Louvain-la-Neuve (UCL). The centre’s current research mainly focuses on a socio-political reading of children’s rights.
The UNICEF Chair in Children's Rights at University of Antwerp was established in early 2007. Its research aims at exploring the interaction between, and mutual enrichment of, children’s rights and human rights in the field of economic, social and cultural rights. Particular attention is paid to the mobilization of children’s rights in the Global South. The Chair is attached to the Law Faculty. The Faculty of Social Work and Welfare Studies is one of the 13 faculties of the University College Ghent. The faculty offers a Bachelor in Social Work and a Bachelor in Socio-educational Care Work. Research activities in the domain of social work focus on the relation between care and rights, where children’s rights are of particular interest. The social practice of children’s rights education is studied from the perspective of social pedagogy.

II. Description of project activities undertaken during the contract period 

The 2008 training programme was conducted for two weeks, from 7 to 19 September 2008. Since it is a co-organised event, the first week took place in Ghent, the second in Antwerp (Belgium).
The course consisted of three clusters. In a first cluster, a multidisciplinary introduction to children’s rights was offered. Children’s rights experts from educational sciences, sociology and law contextualised children’s rights within their respective disciplines. A second cluster focused on implementation strategies and methodologies towards children’s rights, ranging from child rights programming to child studies, advocacy and lobbying, etc. In a third cluster, six issues were explored, i.e. education, health, child protection, poverty; child labour, and migration, such as caused by environmental degradation (drought and desertification). This selection of topics is based on their topicality and their relevance for the implementation of children’s rights in times of globalisation.

In support of the course, UNESCO established an Activity-Financing Contract with University of Antwerp amounting to US$ 20,700, from which 3 international experts and four trainees were sponsored.

The final report on this small-scale project as prepared by the course organizers is attached as an Annex. The remaining project amount of about US$ 1,500 were recredited to the FUST General Fund. 
III. Difficulties and Problems encountered and measures taken, changes in implementation.   
No difficulties have been encountered.
IV. Project Results achieved and  indicators in accordance with the log frame (please also complete the attached matrix table)  

The course has been conducted in a timely and successful manner.

V. Lessons learned and Sustainability 
Given the periodic nature of the International Interdisciplinary Course on Children’s Rights, the project is deemed sustainable. 
VI. Evaluation recommendations when applicable 

N.A.
VII. Visibility: describe the visibility  actions  implemented during the contract period in order to disseminate the project activities and results as well as the cooperation between UNESCO and the Donor(s) (logo in the publications, display the donor support, participation of the donor to the events, joint press conference, Internet) 

UNESCO and the Flemish Government of Belgium have received good visibility thanks to the announcements of the course made by the universities of Antwerp and Ghent.
VIII. Annexes 
i. Publications , evaluation reports and other outputs , when applicable

Final report prepared by course organizers attached.
Annex
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Introduction

This final report consists of three sections.

The first section, presents some general information on the 2008 edition of the International Course of Children’s Rights.  The second section provides the profiles of UNESCO sponsored experts and trainees as well as experts’ contributions to the Course. The final section is the financial report relating to UNESCO’s funding.

In addition, the final Course Programme, a report by one of the trainees and the expenditures justification are all attached.

We would like to once again thank UNESCO for its substantial contribution to the Course and look forward to our future cooperation.

We would also like to thank Ms Rachel Hammonds and M Tautvydas Zekas for their invaluable help in drafting this report.

Didier Reynaert

Rudi Roose

Wouter Vandenhole

Kathy Vlieghe

Antwerp, 24 November 2008

Comprehensive Report

1.  Course Background

In 1989, the General Assembly of the United Nations unanimously adopted the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC). Today, nearly all states in the world have ratified the Convention expressing their willingness to implement the principles of the CRC. The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child is an important tool for improving the situation of all children in the world.

More than 18 years since the adoption of the CRC and 60 years after the adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, it is time to take stock of the achievements and challenges. In particular, as globalization expands and deepens, challenges of poverty, environmental degradation, child labour and migration take on a new dimension. Globalization and the dispersion of power also mean that states are only one among many actors.

These developments challenge the concept of children’s rights and ask for critical reflection on children’s rights as leverage for societal change. The reality of children’s rights is much richer than a legal instrument and its implementation. In order to turn principles into practice, a multidisciplinary approach, which allows for multiple interpretations of children’s rights, is needed. A critical reflection therefore strengthens rather than weakens children’s rights.

The International Interdisciplinary Course Children’s Rights in a Globalized World: From Principles to Practice wants to make an active contribution to the proliferation and promotion of the CRC and its underlying values and aims at critical refection on children’s rights.

2.  Course Objectives and Themes 

The 2008 edition of the International Interdisciplinary Course on children’s rights consisted of three clusters. In the first cluster, a multidisciplinary introduction to children’s rights was offered. Children’s rights experts from educational sciences, sociology and law contextualised children’s rights within their respective disciplines. Through this multidisciplinary introduction, some of the challenges children’s rights face, in light of globalisation and the varying contexts in which children’s rights are mobilised were explored.

A second cluster focused on implementation strategies and methodologies towards children’s rights, ranging from child rights programming to law reform, advocacy and lobbying, etc. Particular attention was paid to the issue of participation of children. Based on this introduction, participants were asked to critically reflect on their own strategies and methodologies through a collective and individual assignment.

In the third cluster, six issues were explored, i.e. education, health, child protection, poverty, child labour and migration. The selection of these themes was based on their topicality and their relevance for the implementation of children’s rights in a globalizing world.  A full day was dedicated to each issue. In each of these thematic days, particular attention was also paid to children’s rights and the environment.  During the Course it was confirmed that although there is only one earth there are many different contexts in which children’s rights require further definition and implementation. It was felt that it is difficult to give stringent cultural criteria for defining and implementing children’s rights that are applicable to African, Asian-Pacific, American and European contexts. This is due to the fact that these are large, diverse regions, but also because even within individual states cultural values differ enormously. On the other hand participants agreed that the right of children to a healthy environment, for instance, can accommodate differing cultural contexts. 

While the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child and its four general principles was a common thread throughout the Course, much attention was equally paid to other children’s rights paradigms and the context in which the realisation of children’s rights takes place. Four horizontal themes were developed throughout the Course: interdisciplinarity, cultural diversity, globalization and fundamental tensions (between protection and autonomy, and between participation and the best interests of the child). The first two themes were ensured through the selection of participants and speakers in particular (in particular by ensuring diversity in disciplinary backgrounds and regions of origin). The last two themes were brought to the attention of speakers as particular foci of attention.

Widely recognised experts from all over the world, three of whom were funded by UNESCO, facilitated the lectures and workshops.

Participants were expected to actively engage in discussions in the classroom setting, in workshops and at informal “lounge” time. A collective and an individual assignment had to be completed and presented by all participants during the Course.

3.  Assignments

The Course consisted of a mixture of lectures, workshops and round tables. Participants were also expected to participate in a group assignment (week 1) and to work on an individual assignment (week 2). Participants were required to present their findings at the end of each week.

Coaching and Practical Arrangements

Participants were expected to engage in group work and to learn through group interaction. In addition, at the end of each day a “lounge” moment was scheduled where participants could consult in an informal way with the invited experts of the day. A reader was also made available for participants. Finally, the computer classroom was open for participants so they could access the internet to help with the preparation of the group assignment. Participants also had access to the library of the Faculty of Psychology and Educational Sciences in Ghent and the Humanities and Social Sciences Library in Antwerp.

Collective Assignment

General Purpose

Participants of the International Interdisciplinary Course on Children’s Rights were expected to prepare an assignment in a collective setting during the first week of the Course. The purpose of this assignment was to allow participants to demonstrate that they understood the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child and its underlying ideas and concepts. Course participants were expected to show they could make use of the framework of children’s rights in social practices. Likewise they were expected to critically reflect on the framework of children’s rights and its meaning in daily practice.

Concrete Design

At the end of the first day, participants were divided into small groups of some 5 persons (via the method of “open space”). Participants were encouraged to form groups across disciplines and geographical backgrounds. In these small groups participants explored the first’s weeks Course contents, in particular the multidisciplinary perspectives on children’s rights and the strategies and methodologies for implementation. The purpose of the group work was to create a forum for discussion where participants could share and learn so that the Course content could be explored more profoundly. This culminated in a presentation that reflected the discussion process (see: Presentation below).

Groups coalesced around specific themes ranging from a specific concept linked to the UNCRC such as “the best interests of the child” or a particular target group, for example children with disabilities or child labour. The groups chose diverse themes including:

• migration and children

• participation and children

• an examination of the concept “the best interest of the child”

• the issue of cultural diversity

• an exploration of the issue of child labour

• children and education

• foster care and adoption

• health and disability

• vulnerability and poverty.

Throughout the collective assignment, the four horizontal themes of the Course were intended to serve as guidelines. These are:

•
Interdisciplinarity

•
Cultural diversity

•
Globalization

•
Fundamental tensions (between protection and autonomy, and between participation and the best interests of the child).

Presentation

At the end of the first week (Saturday September 13) a presentation and discussion moment was organized. Each group had 10 minutes to present the outcome of their group deliberations. The concrete output of the group assignment differed and included Power Point and roll play presentations.

These group presentations were following by commentary from the invited experts and discussion sessions.
Individual Assignment

General Purpose

The Course aimed to reach out to trainers and high-level professionals, who could themselves, share the insights and knowledge that they acquired from the Course with colleagues. The individual assignment aimed at encouraging critical reflection on one’s own professional work in the field of children’s rights, and at the promulgation of good practices.

In preparing their assignment, participants were expected to critically reflect on their own understanding of children’s rights and the current way in which they were integrating this into their work. They were asked to identify ways in which their understanding and practice could be enriched by insights gained from lectures, discussions and group work during the Course. What do they take home from here, and what do they want to do with it?

Concrete Design

Participants were briefed on this assignment on the first day of the Course. They were expected to submit the essay at the latest on Thursday 18 September (14.00 hours). A collective feedback workshop was organized on Friday 19 September. Individual feedback was provided upon request.

Participants were expected to write an essay of maximum 1,500 words (3 pages) in which they

• explained their current professional activities in the field of children’s rights;

• critically reflected on these activities on the basis of lessons learnt from the Course;

• translated these reflections and lessons into specific objectives for their future professional activities.

Participants were encouraged to refer to the expectations they had outlined on their application form.


A selection of essays, which is representative of the different expectations, perspectives, intentions, and professional areas, will be published by the Course organizers.

4.  Course Conveners

Children’s Rights Centre, Ghent University

The Children’s Rights Centre was set up in 1978 and is linked to the Department of Social Welfare Studies at Ghent University. The Centre organised an annual International Interdisciplinary Course in Children’s Rights between 1996 and 2000, and subsequent editions in 2003, 2004 and 2006. It also ran an interdisciplinary research project on ‘Human rights of children. Implementation and monitoring through participation’. This joint study focused in a second phase on participation of children and was a network research project between the Children’s Rights Centre and the Human Rights Centre of the Law Faculty of Ghent University, the Institute of Constitutional Law of the Law Faculty of the Catholic University of Leuven (K.U.Leuven) and the Department of Criminology and Penal Law of the Law Faculty of the Catholic University of Louvain-la-Neuve (UCL).

The Centre’s current research mainly focuses on a socio-political reading of children’s rights.

UNICEF Chair in Children’s Rights, University of Antwerp

The UNICEF Chair in Children’s Rights was established in early 2007. It offers courses and training in children’s rights to students and practitioners. Its research aims at exploring the interaction between, and mutual enrichment of, children’s rights and human rights in the field of economic, social and cultural rights. Particular attention is paid to the mobilization of children’s rights in the Global South. The Chair is attached to the Law Faculty. It actively participates in the European Network of Masters in Children’s Rights. The Chair holder is an advisor on children’s rights to the European Union as member of a network of independent experts to the Fundamental Rights Agency.

University College Ghent

The Faculty of Social Work and Welfare Studies is one of the 13 faculties of the University College Ghent. The faculty offers a Bachelor in Social Work and a Bachelor in Socio-educational Care Work. Research activities in the domain of social work focus on the relation between care and rights, where children’s rights are of particular interest. The social practice of children’s rights education is studied from the perspective of social pedagogy.

5. Information about Participants: Graphs on Gender, Region of Origin, Professional Background and Professional Discipline

The composition of the Course participants was highly diverse in terms of region of origin, professional background and gender. The 50 participants came from 36 countries including the continents of Africa, Asia, Central and Latin America, Europe and North America. In terms of professional background participants fields included pedagogy, social work, anthropology, psychology, law, medicine, sociology, economics and journalism. They included grass root workers as well as academics, representatives of national governments and individuals working with both national and international NGOs.

[image: image10.jpg]



[image: image2.emf]
[image: image3.emf]
[image: image4.emf]
[image: image5.emf]
6.  Profile of Presenters 

In selecting presenters for the International Interdisciplinary Course on Children’s Rights the organisers focused on quality and diversity. Selecting a group of presenters recognised as expert in their field was an important criterion. As with the attendees the organiser’s strove to have a geographically and professionally diverse group with a gender balance.   

Professional Diversity

The final presenters were a diverse group including professionals from the non-profit NGO sector including, UNICEF, African Child Policy Forum and the NGO Group for the Convention on the Rights of the Child, academics from throughout Europe and public servants including the Chair of the Belgian National Commission for the Rights of the Child. The academics came from many disciplines including philosophy, international law, social work and social welfare, law and development and reproductive health. 

Geographic and Gender Diversity

Due to financial, monetary and scheduling constraints the majority of the presenters were from Europe. There were two presenters from Latin America, Gerardo Sauri and Mariana Blengio Valdes and two came from Africa, Assefa Bequelle and Julia Sloth-Nielsen. Three of them were funded by UNESCO, i.e. George Sauri, Judith-Sloth Nielsen and Maria Blengio Valdes.  

There were slightly more presentations by male presenters than by female presenters.
7.  Course Evaluation 

Evaluation Method:

Each day, every participant was asked to complete a detailed evaluation form assessing the day’s activities (e.g. presentations, discussion panels, assignments etc.). The forms provided for the evaluation of each lecturer using a coded response to evaluate the presentation and its content. Also, participants were encouraged to write open comments on the evaluation form. Anonymity was a key component of the evaluation process. At the end of the Course a detailed assessment form was distributed to participants and again open comments were encouraged.

Participation:

A large number of participants participated in the evaluation process. Specifically, on average, 40 or more completed evaluation forms per day were returned, and 37 completed detailed evaluation forms were submitted on the final day. Many forms contained open comments and suggestions. A detailed evaluation report per day and per activity is available on request. What follows is a report of the main elements.

Contents of the evaluation forms:

As is evident from the detailed evaluation report a large majority of participants rated the large majority of the Course very positively in terms of Course content, group dynamics, and the quality of the presenters and participants.

Course content

Participants praised the wide-range of themes addressed in the Course, as well as the less conventional approaches to learning, like the Children’s Rights Education Walk in Ghent.

Group dynamics

Many participants enjoyed the collective assignment as it presented an opportunity to engage with other participants from diverse professional and cultural backgrounds. The informal group discussion groups were also a time for exploring the issues raised in presentations. 

Quality of presenters and participants

Many participants commented on the high quality of the presentations and the in-depth knowledge displayed by most of the presenters. The quality of participant questions and contributions was also praised as contributing to the learning process. The professional and geographical diversity of the participants was viewed positively. 
Several common suggestions were made regarding areas with potential for improvement:

Increase the number of small workshops

The positive experience of the first week’s collective assignment group discussions helped participants realise how much they had to learn from one another. Several participants noted that knowledge sharing amongst participants could be enhanced by increasing the number of small workshops and/or discussion groups allowing participants to apply concepts they learned and share these applications with other participants.  

Increase opportunity for participant interaction during presentations

Although participants were appreciative of the variety and quality of presenters they would have liked more opportunity to interact amongst themselves during lectures. Several presenters gave participants the opportunity to discuss (5-10 minutes) their reaction to the points raised in a lecture with other participants midway through the lecture. These mini-discussion breaks were greatly appreciated by participants with many noting how they helped improve their understanding and focus.

Increase the geographical distribution of presenters

The geographical diversity of the participants was praised by participants and this diversity highlighted the need in future courses for more presenters from the global south than the four in the current one (three of which were sponsored by UNESCO).

8.  Sustainability:  Course Outputs, Regional Initiatives and Moving Forward 
Impact of the Course

In addition to what participants themselves have learned and acquired in terms of knowledge and expertise, the Course makes a major contribution to

· The establishment and elaboration of a network of professionals. Participants have informed us of cooperation set up between participants’ institutes following the Course (e.g. Meda Couzens, a UNESCO sponsored participant).

· In-house and local training initiatives: several participants informed us about their planned or intended in-house or local briefings or training initiatives as a follow-up to the Course. (e.g. One participant was organising a Children’s Rights demonstration planned for 30 November 2008, six noted they would organise workshops on children’s rights for colleagues and several noted they would expand their research and teaching in the area of children’s rights.) 

Dissemination

A publication containing a selection of short papers written by Course participants, to satisfy the individual assignment requirement, is currently under preparation.

National and regional training

A major objective of the Course conveners is to trigger a multiplier effect, so that the Course inspires other, regional as well as national, training initiatives. On the one hand, regional initiatives outside Europe are needed in order to fully integrate cultural diversity and local specificity into training initiatives. On the other hand, national and regional initiatives are better suited to respond to the clear need to offer training to grassroots workers and to provide them at a more practical level. Our Course mainly targets advanced professionals.

In light of this concern, and at the explicit request of a number of participants, a brainstorming session on regional initiatives was held during the Course. Participants from East Africa, Lebanon and Georgia in particular have expressed an interest in organising a regional or national training.

The convenors of the International Course in Children’s Rights believe that they should not organise, but facilitate national and regional initiatives by

· sharing their organisational and managerial expertise (i.e. course budgeting ; course format etc)

· sharing their materials (reader, background documents etc)

· making their substantive expertise available to the extent possible (i.e. teaching at these trainings)

· sharing their network of experts/presenters

· actively supporting local organisers in fundraising. 

In order to follow-up on this, the Course conveners will explore further possibilities with the financial sponsors of the course to know whether and under which conditions the sponsors would be able and willing to contribute to such national and regional initiatives, e.g. by providing financial support in order to cover travel and subsistence of foreign experts.
UNESCO-Sponsored Experts: Profiles and Contributions

UNESCO sponsored three of the Course presenters; George Sauri, Judith Sloth-Nielsen and Maria Blengio Valdes.

Profiles of UNESCO-Sponsored Experts

SAURI, Gerardo

Mexico- Mexican Network on Children’s Rights

Profile

Gerardo Sauri is the Director of the Mexican Network on Children’s Rights.  He is a pedagogue from the Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México (UNAM).  Since 2001 he is the Executive Director of the Children’s Rights Network in Mexico, which is a coalition of 65 Mexican NGOs of thirteen states of the country. For more than 15 years he worked with street children’s in Mexico; he was one of the founders of EDNICA (Education with Street Children) where he was the director and president of the board. From this experience he published several documents relating to this topic. 

Since 1996 he has been advocating for the implementation of the Children’s Right Convention in public policies and legislation. He coordinated different networking efforts and has participated in several researches, publications and events about children at both national and international levels, on issues such as: working children, street children, sexual commercial exploitation, children as protagonists, and participation, juvenile justice, legal frameworks, public policies for children, etc.

He has developed a broad expertise in using indicators to promote children’s rights, coordinating the Children in North America Project for Mexico. He is a member of the International Society of Child Indicator’s steering Committee, and a member of Ashoka: Innovators for the Public, and different councils and commissions related with children and public policies. In 2007 he was elected as a representative from Latin American Coalitions to the NGO Advisory Council for follow-up to the UN Secretary-General's Study on Violence Against Children.

Contact Information

Gerardo Sauri

Executive Director 
Red por los Derechos de la Infancia en México

Av. México - Coyoacán 350, Col. General Anaya,

México DF, CP 03340, 

México

Phone: (52 55) 5604 2466 / 5604 3239 / 5604 2458 / 56 01 71 33

Fax: (52 55) 56 04 24 66

Cell : (52 55) 537319118 

E-mail: gsauri@derechosinfancia.org.mx
auroract@derechosinfancia.org.mx
SLOTH-NIELSEN, Julia

South Africa - University of the Western Cape, Faculty of Law

Profile

Julia Sloth-Nielsen is senior professor at the Faculty of Law, University of the Western Cape South Africa. She was a drafter of the South African Child Justice Act enacted in 2008, and of the Children's Act 38 of 2005. Her doctoral thesis was on the influence of international law on South Africa's juvenile justice reform process. She has published extensively and consulted to UNICEF, UNODC, and various African governments in children's rights related spheres.  

Contact Information


Julia Sloth-Nielsen

University of the Western Cape 

Community Law Centre

Private Bag X17
Bellville, 7535
South Africa

Phone: (27) 21 959 2419
Fax: (27) 21 959 2411

Email: jsloth-nielsen@uwc.ac.za
BLENGIO VALDES, Mariana

Uruguay – University of the Republic, Montevideo

Profile

Mariana Blengio Valdes is professor and guest professor at several universities.  She is a Professor in Human Rights at the University of the Republic, Montevideo and the Chairholder of the UNESCO Chair in Human Rights of that same University. She is also Director of the Human Rights Review. She’s a member of the Editorial Staff of the Public Law and Human Rights Review, the Capitulo Uruguay del Instituto Iberoamericano de Derecho Constitucional, the Public and Academic Center in Uruguay (CEDEP) and Founding Member of the Educators Movement for Peace (ONG). She has published several books and CD-Roms. Besides that, she won 2 awards by taking part in competitions.

Contact Information

Mariana Blengio Valdes

UNESCO Chairholder

The University of the Republic

18 de Julio 1824,

First Floor, Piso 1,

Montevideo, CP 11200

Uruguay

Phone: (598) 2 4098 426

Fax: (598) 2 408 03 03

Email: ius@netgate.com.uy
Contributions of UNESCO-Sponsored Experts to the Course

Mr. Sauri gave one presentation and participated in two round tables, Ms. Sloth Nielsen gave one presentation and participated in one round table and Ms. Blengio Valdes gave one presentation. All three were available to participants for informal discussion during coffee breaks, lunch and at lounge time.

Mr. Sauri participated in two round tables (one on poverty and one on migration) and gave one presentation (on migration). His participation in the round tables was valuable because he brought a non-western, non-academic practitioner’s perspective to the discussion. His presentation was very well received by participants because it focused on Mexican children and understanding their perspective on the problems they face and how human rights based responses may lead to better outcomes. Participants greatly appreciated hearing the voice of children from the Global South from a well-informed engaging speaker. Mr. Sauri was present for three days and made himself available to participants for questions and discussion.  

Julia Sloth-Nielsen

Ms. Sloth-Nielsen gave one presentation on juvenile justice and participated in one roundtable (on Child Protection. Participants rated her presentation highly both in terms of content and delivery. Her area of expertise was new to many and was an excellent introduction. Her participation in the round table was important allowing participants to delve more deeply into Ms. Sloth-Nielsen’s area of expertise. She also commented on the collective assignment presentations made by the participants.

Maria Blengio Valdes

Ms. Blengio Valdes’s presentation was a useful introduction to access to education providing an overview of the human rights framework in the area of education. She also provided a brief introduction to Uruguay which was useful for understanding the context in which she works. Following her presentation she made herself available to participants to clarify their questions.

UNESCO-Sponsored Trainees - Profiles

UNESCO sponsored four Course participants from diverse professional and geographical backgrounds.

NIGMADJANOV, Gulchekra

Uzbekistan – Uzbekistan Children Fund – Child Protection Advisor

Gulchekra Nigmadjanov is a Child Protection Advisor at the Uzbekistan Children Fund. She has recently joined the Children Fund after having 6 years work experience with the World Vision International Uzbekistan Programme, where she has been doing government liaison for the Programme, as well as supporting child protection and humanitarian affairs capacity building for the projects’ staff and partners. She recently has been offered to chair a national NGO ‘Association for the Support of Children and Families’ and as the first project of the Association she is now implementing a project, funded by the British government, on the establishment of a Child Labour Monitoring System in remote rural areas of Uzbekistan. She has a degree in Philosophy. 

Contact Information

Gulchekra Nigmadjanov
Child Protection Advisor, Chairperson, The Children Fund of Uzbekistan, The Children and Families Support Association

5, Jasorat – 2 Str., 100143, 

Tashkent

Uzbekistan

COUZENS, Meda

South Africa – University of KwaZulu-Natal, Durban, Faculty of Law

Meda Couzens is a Romanian lawyer currently teaching law (including children’s rights) at the University of KwaZulu-Natal, Durban South Africa. Meda has six years work experience as a prosecutor in Romania. She has also worked for several NGOs promoting children’s rights in Romania and South Africa. Meda specialised in children’s rights during her postgraduate studies in the UK at the University of London and at the University of KwaZulu-Natal in South Africa.

Contact Information

Meda Couzens

Lecturer Faculty of Law, 

University of KwaZulu-Natal, Durban

1 Hernill 32 York

4001 Durban

South Africa

Tel: +27 31 260 2154

Email: couzensm@ukzn.ac.za 

SAYITA, Sevgi

Turkey – Istanbul University - Faculty of Political Science - Department of Public Administration

Sevgi Sayita is a jurist and is working as an assistant professor at the Department of Pubic Administration at the Political Sciences Faculty of Istanbul University. She lectures on Civil Law, Introduction to Law and Social Services and Law.  Her doctorate thesis focused on foster care.  Since 1990 she has been studying, lecturing, writing and speaking on and discussing children’s rights and child protection law.

Contact Information

Sevgi Sayita

Assistant Professor, Istanbul University, Faculty of Political Sciences, Department of Public Administration

Moda Caddesi

Nail Bey Sokak

Manolya Apt. N° 42/6

Turkey

ZOHREVAND, Razieh

Iran – Alzahra University, Faculty of Psychology and Educational Sciences

Razieh Zohrevand is a PhD student from the Faculty of Psychology and Educational Sciences at Alzahra University, Iran. In the framework of her PhD research, she is currently an exchange student at Ghent University. She is the Director of the Women Studies Division at the Institute of Educational Research in Tehran, Iran. Her research focuses inter alia on countering high school drop-out rates in rural areas by use of a PRA method (Participatory Rural Appraisal), educational reforms in girls’ education and analysis of educational planning and curriculum according to girls’ needs in the educational system in Iran.
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