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I. Summary and Background (1 page)
II. Description of project activities undertaken during the contract period 

To co-sponsor an expedition into the Altai mountains in order to support the research in relation with the permafrost conditions with respect to the Altai Valley and the ‘Frozen tombs of Altai’.

III. Difficulties and Problems encountered and measures taken, changes in implementation. 
The expedition went as planned on time; one Professor had a minor knee accident and needed to leave the Altai Valley before the end of the expedition.
IV. Project Results achieved and  indicators in accordance with the log frame (please also complete the attached matrix table) 
The permafrost study was selected to be done on the high altitudinal, relatively homogeneous areas, such as wide valleys and high mountain plateaus. The Dzhazator valley and the large Tarkhata plateau (figure 16) were chosen as the required test sites for modeling purposes. 

Expedition. Both sites were equipped with a network of temperature data‐loggers, and surveyed for periglacial phenomena. Next to these main 2 test‐areas, loggers were placed and periglacial

survey was carried out in the adjacent valleys (Dara, Kalanegir and Tarkhata) and around the

Karakol Lake.
V. Lessons learned and Sustainability 
(small project, not applicable)

VI. Evaluation recommendations when applicable 

(small project, not applicable)

VII. Visibility: describe the visibility  actions  implemented during the contract period in order to disseminate the project activities and results as well as the cooperation between UNESCO and the Donor(s) (logo in the publications, display the donor support, participation of the donor to the events, joint press conference, Internet) 
The joint project UNESCO – University of Ghent on the Frozen Tombs of Altai will now go to Norway for an exhibition starting in April 2009. Both the Permanent Delegation of Belgium as well the one of Norway are aware of this joint initiative UNESCO – Norway – Belgium..

VIII. Annexes 
Final report of activities

i. Publications , evaluation reports and other outputs , when applicable

ii. List of national and international staff; fellowships awarded 

Not applicable
iii. List of major equipment provided under the project and status after termination contract period
Nineteen Hobo Temperature Data Loggers in order to take ground temperature were acquired and these were installed in the Altai valley. During summer 2009 the data will then be collected.

iv. List of progress reports prepared during the contract period

(small project, not applicable)

