[image: image1.png]


                                                                                                    [image: image2.png]




1/06/2010
	Progress report 



Project: IOC 50th Anniversary / Global Marine Assessment
- Component I: The 50th Anniversary of IOC: The First 50 Years of IOC Volume
- Component II: Assessment of Assessments: Support to the UN regular process for global reporting and the assessment of the state of the marine environment, including socio-economic aspects.
Budget code: 513GLO2015
Sector/Division: SC/IOC
Project officer: J. Barbiere
Project budget (including programme support costs) US$:50,000
Implementation period: 01/02/2009 - 30/06/2010

Date of most recent regular progress report on project: N/A

Component I:  IOC Anniversary Book
Major developments since the most recent progress report:

The 41st IOC Executive Council adopted an indicative Plan of Action for the celebration of the 50th anniversary of the Commission in 2010. Among the initiatives included in the Plan of Action is the publication of a book on the first 50 years of IOC, guided by a geographically-balanced advisory editorial board, and including a DVD containing key documents and publications. The book would be written by marine scientists familiar with the history of the Commission, published originally in English and translated into French, Russian, and Spanish to cover the IOC four official languages. 
The book consists of 12 chapters on IOC themes, each with a length of 3,000 to 5,000 words, for an overall length of 70,000 words. 
The chapters provide factual accounts, but enlivened by boxed anecdotes from people involved over the years in these activities, and suitable photographs. 

There are also short accounts from the IOC partners (SCOR; UNEP; WMO; IMO; FAO). All of the book text will be translated into the four IOC languages. Material in the DVD, not already available in translated form will be in the original languages. 

Editors:  Geoff Holland; David Pugh

Editorial Board: E Desa, J Field, P. Bernal, M. Ruivo, T. Yamagata, N. Pinardi, I. Oliounine, E. Gross, Su Jilan, S. Narayanan, F. Gerard, G. Montero, H. Perez Nieto, L. Rickards, J. Francis.

           Special problems to be addressed during the review meeting:

There have been delays in identifying a suitable publisher for the book. Finally, Cambridge University Press has now agreed to publish the book. It is expected that the book will be printed in September 2010.

Particular observations on the financial situation of the project:

Because of the delays mentioned above the funds for the book have not been used yet. It is expected that the funds would be obligated in September 2010.

Recommendation on decisions to be taken during the review meeting:

Request to extend the project until 31/12/2010
Component II : Assessment of Assessments - Support to the UN regular process for global reporting and the assessment of the state of the marine environment, including socio-economic aspects.
In 2002 the World Summit on Sustainable Development in Johannesburg recommended that there should be action to establish a Regular Process under the United Nations for Global reporting and Assessment of the state of the marine environment, including socio-economic aspects (the “Regular Process”).  After endorsement by the United Nations General Assembly, and examination of the idea by two international workshops, UN General Assembly Resolution 60/30 put in place arrangements for a start-up phase of the Regular Process.  This start-up phase is to be an “Assessment of Assessments”.  

The arrangements provided for an Ad Hoc Steering Group consisting of representatives of UN Member States (selected on a balanced regional basis) and UN specialized agencies to oversee the production of the Assessment of Assessments, and for a Group of Experts to carry out the actual Assessment of Assessments.  The Group of Experts is supported by a Secretariat provided by the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) and the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission of the UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (IOC).

The Group of Experts worked form March 2007 to March 2009 on this Assessment of Assessments and met in total seven times.  
The AoA report, which represents the findings of the Group of Experts (GoE), was peer-reviewed by other experts, international institutions and governments from December 2008 to February 2009.  More than 1,000 comments were received and addressed by the lead authors.

The report provides a framework and options for a Regular Process as they relate to three aspects: the assessment products that can be delivered during the first four years; the institutional arrangements for a Regular Process, as well as the means for financing it. For all these aspects, the GoE have provided several options. 

The published version of the AoA report and the Summary for Decision-makers was officially launched in New York on 31 August 2009 by UNEP and IOC and presented to the UNGA Working Group of the Whole in September 2009. The contribution of Flanders was duly acknowledged.
This FUST SSA Grant contributed to the support of IOC Staff for the organization of several AoA activities and in particular:

(i) the peer-review process (December-January)

(ii) final Group of Expert (March 2009)

(iii) Ad Hoc Steering Group (April 2009)

(iv) Publishing of the final report (May-August 2010)

Special problems to be addressed during the review meeting:

No specific problem. This component of the project is now closed.

Recommendation on decisions to be taken during the review meeting:

No recommendation on this component of the project.
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