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I. Summary and Background:

Science has an important contribution in underpinning policies to reverse loss of environmental resources.  The importance of capacity building, education and public awareness to raise efforts in the sustainable use of natural resources depends also on the transfer of the scientific findings and recommendations to all levels of the society. Actions should not only address the higher levels but need also to focus on facilitating the participation of local populations, particularly women and youth, in efforts to manage natural resources – with water ranked at the highest priority –  in order to combat desertification and mitigate the effects of drought. 

The present project intends to increase the outreach in development countries of scientific findings and best practices in the field of sustainable use of natural resources by five components or outreach activities:


(1) development of pedagogical kits;


(2) contributing to the international conference ‘The Future of Drylands’;


(3) the development of internet tools for teachers and professionals;

(4) the stimulation of youngsters in practical sustainable water use; and 


(5) the improvement of legal embedment of children's rights through high level 

training, taking into account local knowledge and culture.

II. Description of project activities undertaken during the reporting period 

(1) Pedagogical kits: (this part of the project is handled by the Division of Ecological and Earth Sciences at UNESCO Headquarters, Mr Thomas Schaaf, with Ms Helene Gille as consultant):

This part of the Outreach Project has been completed for one part and has been delayed for the last part.
"Drylands teaching resource kit": 

· The French version of the kit has been published in 500 copies in November 2007;

· The English version of the kit has been published in 1000 copies in March 2008 (benefitting from additional Regular Programme support);

· The Spanish and Arabic versions of the kit have been published in May 2009.
· The dryland kits have been sent to the Coordinators of the UNESCO Associated Schools Project Network (ASPNet) as well as to the UNESCO field offices located in dryland countries the world over. 

“Mountains teaching resource kit”:

This last part of the Outreach project has been delayed due to the completion of several administrative processes:

Granting of all permission rights for the photographic material;

Some permission forms had to be modified for which the granting process had to start again;

Attribution of a final ISBN number (and “code-barre): the official attribution occurred beginning of April 2010. 
· The French text for all three chapters has been finalized. Graphic design for the teachers’ manual has been finalized; graphic design for the class notebook has not been completed but should be soon completed with free collaboration from the graphic designer. The graphic production of the kit case should also be handed soon by the graphic designer including technical adjustments with the production unit of UNESCO. 
· The English and Spanish translations of the mountains should be modified accordingly.

· Printing of the two language versions (French and English) should be completed as soon as possible, possibly in July 2010 for the French version, as soon as last graphic elements are being handed in and according to the availability in the production unit calendar. At the latest the printing should occur in September/October 2010 (funds have all been obligated at the closure of the project in 2009).
· The printing and diffusion of the Spanish version of the kit, however, will be undertaken in second part of  2010 using UNESCO Regular Programme funding under the new 2010/2011 financial biennium. 
(2) Future of Drylands conference: (this part of the project is handled by the Division of Ecological and Earth Sciences at UNESCO Headquarters, Mr Thomas Schaaf):

This part of the Outreach Project has been successfully completed (a report on this component has already been submitted to the FUST meeting held on 25 September 2007). 

Originally planned for some 200 participants, over 400 persons attended the international scientific conference on the Future of Drylands (Tunis, 19-21 June 2006). Organized by UNESCO in collaboration with some 20 other international organizations and partners, the conference gave rise to the "Tunis Declaration" which includes 12 priority areas for future dryland research (a full report on the Tunis conference is attached to this progress report). 

Thanks to funding providing through the Outreach Project, scientists from the SUMAMAD Project (see also report on FIT project 513/INT/2000) actively participated in the conference as presenters of papers, chairpersons and/or rapporteurs. In this vein, the SUMAMAD Project received excellent visibility at the international level, since many activities of SUMAMAD were displayed at the conference. In addition, SUMAMAD partners benefited from new insights deriving from drylands research in other parts of the world. The only constraint encountered was that one Chinese and two Pakistani SUMAMAD project members did not receive a visa to attend the conference in Tunis. 

With the participation of SUMAMAD partners in the Future of Drylands conference, this component of the Outreach Project has terminated in a successful manner.

(3) Development of internet tools for teachers and professionals: (this part of the project is handled by the UNESCO-Montevideo Office, Ms Maria Concepcion Donoso, Regional Hydrologist for Latin America and the Caribbean):

This project includes the development and implementation of two e-learning courses, one on water use and conservation for teachers of basic education and the other on rainwater harvesting for professionals.

The development the e-learning course on Water Resources for Basic Education Teachers ended in 2007 and was presented to CAZALAC in its evaluation meeting. The course was structured, containing information on the water cycle, water availability and worldwide distribution, water and climate, population, water uses, and health, water conservation, and water treatment. In order to encompass it aims and contents to the ongoing UNESCO/IHP Project WET Water and Education Programme for Latin America and the Caribbean, the course was evaluated by the project coordination unit. Once this process is finalized, the course shall be implemented by CAZALAC by using the current IHP network.  

The course of a Rainwater Harvesting (RWH) e-learning course for water professionals under an e-learning management system was developed by the “Centro de Tecnologías de la Informacion” (Centre of Information Technologies) of ESPOL (Escuela Politecnica del Litoral). The course was successfully developed and assessed, including its themes and sub-themes, the pedagogical strategy for it implementation, and evaluated by an expert. 

Within the activities of CAZALAC for 2009, both courses are to be implemented in the region in coordination with UNESCO/IHP ongoing programmes. 

(4): Water Education and Awareness for Egypt's New Generation During year 2006:
(this part of the project is handled by the UNESCO-Cairo Office, Mr Radwan Al-Weshah):

This outreach activity is successfully completed. Technically implemented by the Wadi Environmental Science Center (WESC) the following activities have been carried out: 

(i) Activity (1): Research and discovery programme: 

The main purpose of this activity was to extensively train students in five major biotypes in Egypt on the relevant water issues, and possible solutions so that they can become student-teachers. The research and discovery programme focused on Seven Eco-Zones. From these marginalized areas, 30 students (12 girls and 18 boys) were selected to participate in the programme (21 students from 3 eco-zones with funding from UNESCO/Flanders). They were introduced to appropriate scientific field research methodology and the assessment of on-the-ground problems. The field visits demonstrated the importance of a multi-disciplinary approach to problem analysis. The students explored each ecosystem, conducted their own investigation into specific water issues, engaged local residents in dialogue, listened to their water-based concerns, and distributed a water related questionnaire. Students documented their findings via written reports, photographs, and video.

(ii) Activity (2): Two water education and awareness workshops:

Two intensive hands on training workshops were conducted for 30 students about water awareness and how to approach water problems in an environmentally conscientious and sustainable way.  Out of the 27 Egyptian Governorates, 12 governorates were selected due to their proximity to water, water related issues, partnering organizations and groups. During the workshops, students were challenged to analyze and reflect upon personal and community behaviors required for water improvements in their daily lives. They learned by conducting outdoor science environmental experiments on water, testing water samples, analyzing data, playing educational games, role-playing exercises, putting on skits and plays, listening to talks by consultants and guest speakers, attending water conferences, and visiting field sites relevant to their studies, such as factories, agricultural fields, and wells.

(5) Improvement of legal embedment of children's rights through high level training, taking into account local knowledge and culture: (this part of the project is handled by the Division of Ecological and Earth Sciences at UNESCO Headquarters, Mr Thomas Schaaf):

This part of the project has been successfully completed (a report on this component has already been submitted to the FUST meeting held on 25 September 2007).

Organized by Prof. Kathy Vlieghe, an "international interdisciplinary course on children's rights" has been organized at the University of Ghent (Belgium) from 27 November to 2 December 2006. It was attended by 73 participants from 43 countries covering all world regions. Using funding from the Outreach Project, UNESCO has prepared a contract with the University of Ghent in support of the course as stipulated in the project document. 73 participants from all world regions attended the course (while 5 persons could not attend, mostly due to visa problems).  Mr V. Volodine (UNESCO Human Rights and Development Section) attended the course on behalf of UNESCO.
III. Difficulties and Problems encountered and measures taken, any changes in implementation. 

As already reported at previous FUST meetings, Component 1 of the project (preparation of pedagogical kits), which is elaborated at UNESCO Headquarters in Paris, virtually all bills (consultants, graphic designer, reviewers, translators etc.) have to be settled in Euros. With the depreciation of the US Dollar vis-à-vis the Euro, the project had faced financial constraints, which could not be envisaged at the start of the project (amounting to a "loss" in purchasing power of about € 50,000). Fortunately, the Saudi Arabic Fund for UNESCO has provided funding for the Arabic translation of the drylands kit, which has eased a bit the pressure on the project budget.
Regarding the preparation of the mountains kit, and due to the above-mentioned unfavourable exchange rate between the US.Dollar and the Euro since the inception of the Outreach Project, it was not possible to cover the printing costs of the Spanish version of the mountains kit under this project. UNESCO used its own funding to cover the translation costs into Spanish of the kit during the Outreach Project phase. UNESCO proposes that the Spanish version be printed and diffused in early 2010 using UNESCO Regular Programme funding from the Division of Ecological and Earth Sciences (SC/EES).
Moreover, the preparation of the kit was constrained by the request of the UNESCO Bureau for Public Information (BPI) to provide copy rights for each photo and graph used in the kit. Many photos of the drylands kit had been reutilized from the former “UNESCO Education Kit to Combat Desertification” published in 2001, at a time when the provision of copy rights was not a requirement from BPI. It proved to be very difficult and in particular time consuming to trace the authors of the graphic material as several of them had moved to new addresses. This complication also delayed considerably the provision by BPI of ISBN numbers for the Spanish and Arabic versions of the kit as well as the printing of these 2 language versions. 
Note: In order to allow for the timely production of the “mountains kit”, the donor (by e-mail of 20 February 2009) approved the extension of the project period until 31 August 2009. 
The other project components have been implemented according to plan.

IV. Project Results achieved during the reporting period  

See Section II above.

V.  Lessons learned and Sustainability 

In order to avoid exchange rate fluctuations, a mechanism should be created to account for this problem.

VI. Evaluation recommendations when applicable 

Evaluation recommendations will be made once all project components have been finalized.

VII. Visibility: describe any  visibility action implemented during the reporting period

Component 1 of the Outreach project has been presented at various international events: (1) International scientific conference on "The Future of Drylands" organized by UNESCO and held in Tunis from 19 to 21 June 2006; (2) international SUMAMAD Project workshop organized by UNESCO and ICARDA, held in Aleppo (Syria) in November 2006; (3) International Planning Workshop for the second phase of the SUMAMAD Project in Amman (Jordan) in June 2008. The dryland kits have been also showcased at the international mid-term evaluation conference on the World Decade on Education for Sustainable Development which was held in Bonn (Germany) in late March/early April 2009.
VIII. Work plan for the following period (please complete the attached table and when applicable add an eventual budget revision)

N.A.
IX. Annexes (publications , reports and other project outputs, when applicable)

Annual Workplan

Project Code and Title: 513/INT/2001 "Outreach Project"                                                                                                                    Year: 2010 
	Planned Activities 


	Expected Outputs
	Timeframe

From           To
	Responsible Party

	Component 1: Pedagogical kits 


	(1) Dryland kits to be finalized in 4 language versions 
(2) Mountain kits: to be finalized in 3 language versions.


	May 2006
Sept. 

2007
	March 2009
August
2010 (incl. obligation of funds in 2009)
	T. Schaaf

T. Schaaf

	Component 2: 

Future of Drylands conference


	Component 2 completed and report available


	May 2006


	Sept.

2006


	T. Schaaf



	Component 3: 

Internet tools


	(1) E-learning tool for teachers available;

(2) E-learning tool for professionals available.


	May 2006

Sept. 2007
	June 2007

Aug. 2009

	M. Donoso

M. Donoso



	Component 4: 

Water Education-Egypt


	(1) 21 students trained in water-related issues.

(2) 30 students sensitized on environment and sustainable development


	Done

Done
	Done

Done
	R. Al-Weshah

R. Al-Weshah



	Component 5:

Course on children's rights


	Over 70 persons trained on children's rights


	June 2006


	Dec. 2006


	T. Schaaf




