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I. Summary and Background 
The IX IOC/ABE-LOS meeting was held in Paris, France, from 30 March to 3 April 2009.
Both the Secretariat and the Chairperson of IOC/ABE-LOS reported to the meeting on the intersessional activities carried out. The Secretariat informed on the work been done on the implementation of Resolution EC XLI.4, i.e. consulting with Member States and other bodies on the implementation of the Guidelines, as well as maintaining the IOC/ABE-LOS website. Through IOC Circular Letter 2271 dated 8 December 2008, the Secretariat invited Member States to consider and use the Guidelines for the Implementation of Resolution XX-6 of the IOC Assembly Regarding the Deployment of Profiling Floats in the High Seas within the Framework of the Argo Programme. The Executive Secretary pointed out that despite these efforts, very few formal requests have been submitted to the Secretariat 

The Executive Secretary recalled that the Executive Council, at its Forty-first Session, also requested IOC/ABE-LOS to continue its work on the UNCLOS legal framework applicable to the collection of oceanographic data by other specific means. The UN General Assembly has recognized that IOC/ABE-LOS has made a significant contribution to the implementation of the UNCLOS through the publication of the "Criteria and Guidelines on the Transfer of Marine Technology." However, the scarcity of resources has limited the action of the Secretariat; for example, the creation of an electronic “clearing house” to provide a place for providers and users of marine technology to meet, in the spirit of the Guidelines and of Article 247 of UNCLOS.

Information was also provided by the Coordinators of the ABE-LOS Sub-Groups on the IOC Legal Framework for the Collection of Oceanographic Data within the Context of UNCLOS, Professor Kari Hakapää; and in the absence of the Coordinator of the ABE-LOS Sub-Group on the Practice of Member States in the Application of Parts XIII and XIV of UNCLOS, Dr Elizabeth Kim presented this report.
The Representative of the UN/DOALOS, Ms. Alice Hicuburundi, informed ABE-LOS of ongoing work, with particular reference to a revised version of “Marine Scientific Research: a Guide to the Implementation of the Relevant Provisions of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea”, and it was decided to invite DOALOS to the Tenth Session of ABE-LOS, to inform it of the results of the UN/DOALOS Expert Meeting (UN HQs, 20–24 April 2009).

Finally, upon a request by Portugal an agenda item entitled “Future work of the Advisory Body of Experts” was added and discussed in length. In relation to this topic, the Executive Secretary briefly reviewed the situation of Secretariat support for IOC activities; pointing out that in his opinion it is necessary that Member States consider augmenting their engagement in the implementation of IOC programmes, including by secondment of staff and by voluntary financial contributions.

(See Annex 1: Ninth Meeting of the Advisory Body of Experts on the Law of the Sea (IOC/ABE-LOS IX), doc. IOC/ABE-LOS IX/3 Rev. of 1 July 2009).

II. Description of project activities undertaken during the contract period 

The funds were used to co-sponsor the IX meeting of ABE-LOS as well as to finance the participation of 5 delegates from the following Member States: East Timor, Gabon, Senegal, Togo, and Tunisia.
III. Difficulties and Problems encountered and measures taken, changes in implementation   
The meeting was held as planned and no problems were encountered.
IV. Project Results achieved and indicators in accordance with the log frame  

The Advisory Body of Experts on the Law of the Sea at its Ninth Session (IOC/ABE-LOS IX) adopted 10 recommendations, for the consideration of the Assembly at its Twenty-fifth Session (Paris, 16–25 June 2009) (See IOC/ABE-LOS IX Report, Annex 1).
V. Lessons learned and Sustainability 
IOC/ABE-LOS’ work in relation to MSR and Transfer of Marine Technology continues to be relevant and as such recognized by the international community as a whole; proof of that are the recognitions continuously expressed in the General Assembly’s Resolution on Oceans and Law of the Sea. However, a more important financial commitment from IOC Member States to assure the work of the Advisory Body and the secretarial assistance is required.
VI. Evaluation recommendations when applicable 

It is necessary to assure the required funding for both the intersessional and sessional work of IOC/ABE-LOS.
VII. Visibility 

Delegations of numerous Member States attended the meeting, and recognized the work done by the Body and IOC in general.
VIII. Annexes 
i. Publications, evaluation reports and other outputs, when applicable

Annex 1: Report of the Ninth Meeting of the Advisory Body of Experts on the Law of the Sea (IOC/ABE-LOS IX), IOC/ABE-LOS IX/3 Rev. of 1 July 2009).
IX. List of national and international staff; fellowships awarded 
Mr Pierre MAGANGA (Gabon), Prof. Cherif SAMMARI (Tunisia), Ms Marième Diagne TALLA (Senegal), Prof. Adoté Blim BLIVI (Togo), and Ms Montserrat GORINA-YSERN (East Timor).
X. List of major equipment provided under the project and status after termination contract period
Not applicable.

XI. List of progress reports prepared during the contract period
Not applicable.

