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I. Summary and Background (1 page)
The Sixth GEF Biennial International Waters Conference, as with prior IW Conferences, is a signature learning event for the GEF IW focal area. It is an active training and experience-sharing event during which the participants not only sum up the progress achieved but also look into the future of programming within and beyond the focal area. The general objective of the Biennial GEF International Waters Conference is to facilitate cross-sectoral and portfolio-wide learning & experience sharing. It is also to solicit advice from the existing IW portfolio on burning issues and assist in assist in building participant capacity in key management and technical areas. 

The Conference was organized under the slogan Raising the Bar: 20 Years of GEF Transboundary Water Results, and will focus on knowledge sharing on water management issues and results after 20 years of interventions. The Conference also has the objective to promote public-private partnerships in support of better water management and identification of modalities for their development.

The Conference will coincide with the 20th anniversary of the GEF’s establishment. As such, the IWC6 will focus on the transboundary results & impacts of the GEF International waters portfolio after 20 years and they inform programming for the future. There will sub-themes focusing on environmental finance (featuring a first-time corporate and social responsibility roundtable with private sector companies), as well as considerations of the institutional & sectoral transformation.

II. Description of project activities undertaken during the contract period 

Through this SSA grant, IOC was a co-sponsor of the Conference and enhanced its visibility with GEF, and GEF recipient countries. The funds were used to support Site Technical visits.
The IWC6 afforded an opportunity to undertake technical site visits to not one, but four GEF IW projects. All technical site visits were organized for participants on the second day of the conference, 18 October 2011. All of these showcased integrated water and other natural resource management issues; the consequences of climatic variability and change, as well as local innovations and best practices aimed at addressing those issues and consequences, including public-private partnerships. The participants heard presentations from, and be guided by, leading regional scientists and natural resource managers working in the various ecosystems visited. 

The Lost River and Transboundary Interactions: Dinaric Karst Aquifer/Trebisnjica River  (Trip to Bosnia & Herzegovina) 
Lake Basin Integrated Ecosystem Management: The Skadar-Shkodra Lake (trip to Montenegro) 
Wastewater Treatment and Marine Protected Areas: Mljet Island
Neretva River Delta & Mariculture (trip to Bosnia & Herzegovina) 
III. Difficulties and Problems encountered and measures taken, changes in implementation.   
No specific difficulties encountered.
IV. Project Results achieved and  indicators in accordance with the log frame 
IOC was highly visible at the IW Conference through the sponsorship and the participation of the IOC Executive Secretary, who gave an opening speech on behalf of UNESCO Director-General.

V. Lessons learned and Sustainability 
VI. Evaluation recommendations when applicable 

VII. Visibility: describe the visibility  actions  implemented during the contract period in order to disseminate the project activities and results as well as the cooperation between UNESCO and the Donor(s) (logo in the publications, display the donor support, participation of the donor to the events, joint press conference, Internet) 

The contribution of IOC and Flanders were acknowledged on the Conference materials.
