U N E S C O Project  Proposal  
TITLE:
Human Rights for Development (HR4DEV): Rights-Based Approaches to Human Rights and Children’s Rights 
PROPOSED PARTNER INSTITUTIONS:
University of Antwerp, Faculty of Law

Children’s Rights Knowledge Centre
PROJECT DURATION/

STARTING DATE:      
28 July- 24 August 2012 / (2014-2016)
FUNDS
(Requested) 200.000 USD (including 10% Programme Support Costs) 
Overview:
	Title of the International Training programme

	Human Rights for Development – 
Module 1 - general: Human Rights-Based Approaches to Development (week 1 and 2) (general, including training module designed in co-operation with UNESCO on mainstreaming human rights-based approach (HRBA) into policy-making with particular focus on the implementation of the rights of the child, based on the principles of respect of inherent human dignity, non-discrimination, equality, justice, participation, as well as implementation of the rights to quality education, to take part in cultural life, to benefit from scientific progress and its applications, as well as to freedom of opinion and expression; special attention will be devoted to protection of the rights of vulnerable groups of children, eradicating extreme poverty and reducing destitution and international cooperation for development) 
Module 2 - thematic: Children’s Rights in a Globalised World: Critical Approaches (week 3 and 4)

	Short description of the International Training Programme (ITP)

	Human Rights for Development maps the potential and limits of human rights-based approaches to development (cooperation), with a specific focus on children’s rights. The ITP consists of a general part (human rights-based approaches to development, including mainstreaming HRBA into policy-making), and a thematic part (children’s rights and globalization). It targets “leaders of the future” in practice, policy and academia.

	Dates and duration


	Three editions: first one in July-August 2012 – four weeks (next editions planned in 2014 and 2016)

	Target group


	Practitioners (trainers, key persons in organizations), policy makers, scholars (PhD students in the field of human rights and/or development).

	Targeted number of participants 
	45

	Requested UNESCO Budget summary:

	200.000 USD (3 editions) 
· USD  171,818,18 – Partnerships agreements for 2012, 2014 and 2016 training seminars to be established with the implementing partner: University of Antwerp, Faculty of Law;
· USD 6,000– Staff costs for UNESCO’s expert/staff member managing the project; 

· USD 4,000 – Miscellaneous (production of documents, mailing, communications, etc.)
· USD 18,181,82 – project Support Costs (10%)


	Cooperating institutions

	Flemish Interuniversity Research Network on Law and Development & Flemish Children’s Rights Knowledge Centre, in cooperation with the Institute of Development Policy and Management (University of Antwerp) and a number of affiliated research centres in the South, as well as other UN agencies.


General objectives
The training programme Human Rights for Development aims at promoting knowledge, insight and competence in the field of human rights (including children’s rights) and the development of young leaders in policy, practice and science, on the one hand to enable them to pass this on to their own society (according to the train-the-trainers model), and on the other hand to stimulate the critical and strategic reflection on the integration of human rights (including children’s rights) in their professional activities. In 2012, for the first time in the history of the training programme, a special training module on mainstreaming human rights-based approach to policy-making, to be developed in co-operation with UNESCO, will constitute an integral part of the course in order to empower its participants with knowledge and skills to apply HRBA to elaboration of policies in favour of the most disadvantaged and vulnerable groups of children to eradicate extreme poverty and advance the implementation of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs).
Flanders institutions have a lot of expertise on this topic. Each year a number of young researchers present themselves at the Flemish research networks for research on human rights-based approaches to development as well as on children’s rights. In particular for children’s rights, the interuniversity Children’s Rights Knowledge Centre, a continuation of the Children’s Rights Centre at Ghent University, is an international point of reference. 
Moreover, HR4DEV is not exclusively organised for a small circle of participants from the South.  UNESCO and its partners  choose to expose the participants from North and South to the views of participants from other continents. The information, the knowledge and the background baggage, as well as the means are provided, in order to spread the expertise on human rights and development, and on children’s rights in North and South.

Notwithstanding the almost universal appeal of human rights (including children’s rights), they are often merely paid lip service to. HR4DEV aims at providing participants first of all knowledge of and insight in human rights-based approaches to development, to increase their effectiveness in the field, also in the South. Secondly, and fundamentally, HR4DEV aims at developing the competence of the participants to critically mobilise human rights strategically in their own context if that gives clear surplus value. Thirdly, HR4DEV also wants to stimulate the development of own initiatives in the field of human rights education, in particular programmes that focus on critical reflection.
Concrete design – outline of the training programme
Method of working

The workshops shall start with introductory lectures, followed by Questions and Answers. After that, there will be time for discussion. To that end small(er) working groups are organized so that participants are able to participate actively in the debates.
Contact hours

On average 4,5 hours per day. This means 22,50 hours per week.

	First module: General Part: Human Rights-Based Approaches to Development (HRBAD) (week 1 + 2)
Week 1. Human Rights-Based Approaches to Development (HRBAD)
1.1. contextualing HRBAD in development and development cooperation: features and trends
1.2. human rights-based approaches to development (HRBAD): origin and principles 
1.3. operationalisation of HRBADs
1.4. HRBAD in monitoring and evaluation 
Week 2. Human Rights-Based Approaches to Development in a Broader Perspective 
1.1. political economy of human rights, human rights and violent conflict 
1.2. universality of human rights - localizing human rights 

1.3. right to development
1.4. transnational human rights obligations
1.5. Mainstreaming HRBAD in policy-making to achieve MDGs
Second module: Thematic Part: Children’s Rights-Based Approaches (CRBA) in a Globalised World: Critical Approaches (week 3 + 4)
Week 3. Children’s Rights-Based Approaches in Theory and Practice
1.1.Children’s rights-Based Approaches as HRBAs
1. 2. Multidisciplinary perspectives on CRBAs: participation, empowerment, protection
1.3. Critical approaches
1.4. Strategies and methodologies for implementation of CRBAs
1.5. Right to education; children’s rights education
1.6. Human and children’s rights to take part in cultural life, to benefit from scientific progress and its applications

1.7. Human and children’s right to freedom of opinion and expression
Week 4. Children’s Rights-Based Approaches to Global Challenges: mainstreaming HRBA in policy-making to fulfil children’s rights and achieve MDGs
1.1. Children Rights-Based Approaches to Poverty and Exclusion
1.2.  Children Rights-Based Approaches to Environmental Challenges
1.3. Children Rights-Based Approaches to Migration

1.4. Children Rights-Based Approaches to Armed Conflict


The Training programme responds to the existing needs/questions of developing countries
	In the past decennia, a human rights-based approach to development has been increasingly successful in multilateral organisations (UNDP, WHO, UNICEF, UNESCO, OESO-DAC, EU and others) and bilateral donors, as well as with a lot of non-governmental development organisations in North and South.
Three main themes dominate the discussions, often with contradictory points of view:

1. the universality of human rights is sometimes questioned, e.g. human rights vis-à-vis different cultural contexts, recently as regards non-discrimination with respect to sexual inclination. More specifically concerning children’s rights it is highly questioned whether the almost universal appeal of children’s rights covers the same concerns, achievements and questions in North and South;
2. structural inequality between North and South, and the human rights potential to realise global justice in the light of the challenges presented by globalisation;
3. practical operationalisation and added value of human rights principles, including participation, accountability, non-discrimination and empowerment.

Particularly as regards children’s rights there is moreover on-going debate as to
4. the nature and strategic added value of children’s rights approaches to global problems such as poverty, environmental challenges, armed conflict and migration.
Besides the need for knowledge and competence, a platform for critical and strategic reflection on the potential and limitations of a human rights approach of development is highly needed.

Content-wise, HR4DEV treats the above broad discussion themes vertically as well as transversally. Vertically is discussed:

· universality:
· for human rights in the day themes universality; localising human rights
· for children’s rights in the multidisciplinary introduction (anthropological perspective);

· structural inequality:
· for human rights in the day themes development (cooperation paradigms), right to development and transnational human rights obligations;
· for children’s rights: in the day themes on poverty, environmental challenges etc.
· practical operationalisation and added value of human rights principles:
· with respect to human rights in the day themes human rights and violent conflict, localising human rights, rights-based approaches to development and the educational visit to Brussels
· with respect to children’s rights in the day themes strategies and methodologies for implementation and children’s rights education;
· the nature and the strategic added value of children’s rights-based approaches in the day themes critical approaches, poverty, environment, migration and armed conflict.
Methodologically the emphasis is mainly on capacity-building and knowledge acquisition, and on offering a platform for critical and strategic reflection, by devoting explicit day themes to this topic (e.g. human rights in context; universality of human rights; critical perspectives), by means of the programme structure (confrontation of several disciplinary perspectives, approaches and schools), and the methods of working (especially working groups, open forum, paper).

A course of four weeks offers considerable time to the participants to integrate this critical and strategic reflection in their own thinking. The task to write a paper invites them to clarify the consequences of the integration of this reflection for their own society, field of action and professional activity.


Invited Experts 
Next to locally resident experts (both national and international experts) and UNESCO experts, a number of external international experts will be invited. They have a proven track record in their respective fields of expertise, and have moreover been involved in earlier training courses. Experts residing in Europe are expected to contribute to at least two consecutive days. Experts residing outside of Europe will be asked to participate for at least four days.
For the session on Children and Armed Conflict we will invite Benyam Dawit Mezmur. He is a researcher from Ethiopia currently based at the Community Law Centre, University of the Western Cape (UWC) in Cape Town, South Africa In 2010, he was elected as a member of the African Committee of Experts on the Rights and Welfare of the Child.
To bring the current debate on the concept and the context with regard to the Right to Development we will invite Anita Punj. Amita Punj is Assistant Professor of Law at the National Law University, Delhi. She has been engaged in research and creation of easily understandable learning material on women’s rights, prisoner’s rights and Human Rights Commissions in India.

For a Southern Perspective on Children and Poverty we will invite José Aylwin. He is a human rights lawyer from Chile, specialized in indigenous people and citizen’s rights in Latin America. He also teaches at the School of Law of the Universidad Austral de Chile, in Valdivia, Chile.
To bring a Southern Perspective on Children and Migration we will invite Pablo Ceriani Cernadas. Ceriani Cernadas is Professor in the Master on Human Rights at the University of Lanús, UNLa, Argentina and in the Law School at the University of Buenos Aires, both on Human Rights of Migrants.
The latest advancement and position of the United Nations with regard to mainstreaming HRBA into policy-making with a focus on the implementation of the rights of child - with particular emphasis on economic, social and cultural rights (right to education, right to take part in cultural life, to benefit from scientific progress and its application and to freedom of expression), will be presented.
Estimated Budget  (in USD)
	

	

	
	

	
	

	Cost Elements Description
	Total

	(10) Staff
	 

	(10’) Travel costs
	                   -   

	(11) International experts/Consultants
	          6 000,00 

	(13) Administrative and Technical support staff
	                   -   

	(14) United Nations Volunteers
	                   -   

	(17) National experts
	                   -   

	(10) Total Staff
	          6 000,00 

	(20) Subcontracts
	                   -   

	(30) Training, seminars and meetings
	      171 818,18 

	(40) Equipment
	                   -   

	(50) Miscellaneous
	          4 000,00 

	Subtotal – direct costs
	      181 818,18 

	(80) Support costs
	        18 181,82 

	TOTAL
	    200 000,00 
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