[image: image1.png]






8.3.2005

UNESCO Project Document

Project Outline

for Small Scale Project Grant Proposal 
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Flanders-UNESCO Science Trust Fund (FUST) 
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1. Project Title:

Support to international symposium on “Conserving Cultural and Biological Diversity: The Role of Sacred Natural Sites and Cultural Landscapes”

2. Implementing Agency: 

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO)
3. Expected project duration (and starting date): Three months (1 April – 30 June 2005)

4. Estimated total project budget and funds requested: 8,057 €  (including 10% overhead 

costs) or US Dollars 10,643 (based on March 2005 exchange rate and including 10% overhead costs)
5. SISTER code in UNESCO’s Regular Programme: 22123101-ECO 

6. External funding agency: Flemish Government of Belgium 

7. Project outline: 

7.1 Background:

UNESCO organizes an international symposium on “Conserving Cultural and Biological Diversity: The Role of Sacred Natural Sites and Cultural Landscapes” which will take place in Tokyo (Japan) from 30 May – 2 June 2005. The symposium is embedded within the World Expo 2005 under the motto “Nature’s Wisdom” and “Celebrating Diversity”. The United Nations University (UNU) is hosting the symposium at its Headquarters in Tokyo. The symposium is organized by UNESCO in collaboration with UNU and IUCN-The World Conservation Union, and in partnership with the Convention on Biological Diversity and the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues. 

The international symposium draws on UNESCO’s previous and on-going work with regard to natural and cultural diversity focusing on sacred natural sites. Since 1997 both the UNESCO Programme on Man and the Biosphere (MAB) and the UNESCO World Heritage Centre (WHC) have organized or contributed to a number of international events which aimed at elaborating a concept of nature conservation based on cultural values. These events were held as follows:

· UNESCO Sub-regional Workshop “The Role of Sacred Groves in Conservation and Management of Biological Diversity” held Peechi (India) in December 1997;

· TMI-UNESCO “International Consultation on Sacred Mountains” held at Spruce Knob (USA) in April 1998;

· UNESCO World Heritage “Regional Thematic Meeting on Cultural Landscapes in the Andes” held at Chivay and Arequipa (Peru) in May 1998;

· UNESCO “Symposium on “Natural Sacred Sites, Cultural Diversity and Biological Diversity”, held at UNESCO Headquarters in Paris in September 1998.

· International symposium and workshop on “The Importance of the Protection of Natural Sacred Sites for Biodiversity Conservation”, held in Mexico City (Mexico) in June 2001, which was jointly organized by the Mexican Ministry of the Environment and Natural Resources, UNEP, WWF and the Mexican NGO Musica por la Tierra with the support of UNESCO. 

· UNESCO-World Heritage “Thematic Expert Meeting on Asia-Pacific Sacred Mountains”, held at Wakayama City (Japan) in September 2001 in collaboration with the Japanese Agency for Cultural Affairs.

· Cultural Landscapes: the Challenges of Conservation. World Heritage 2002. Shared Legacy, Common Responsibility. Associated Workshop on the occasion of the celebration of the 30th anniversary of the World Heritage Convention, 11-12 November 2002, Ferrara, (Italy).

· UNESCO-MAB “International Workshop on the Importance of Sacred Natural Sites for Biodiversity Conservation”, held at Kunming and Xishuangbanna Biosphere Reserve (China) in February 2003.

· UNESCO-IHP and Culture session on the theme “Water and Cultural Diversity” at the 3rd World Water Forum in Kyoto (Japan) in March 2003. 

The international symposium on “Conserving Cultural and Biological Diversity: The Role of  Sacred Natural Sites and Cultural Landscapes” will be a major highlight in this series of UNESCO events as it will provide a platform to discuss, validate and refine guidelines for the management of sacred natural sites in the light of natural and cultural diversity.

7.2 The Importance of Sacred Natural Sites for Conservation:

Many societies all around the world have attributed a special status to natural sites set aside as sacred - either through the recognition of residing deities and spirits or as shrines dedicated to ancestors. In many cases, sacred sites have been accompanied by access restrictions, with the result that sacred groves, mountains, rivers and other sacred places have served as important reservoirs of biological diversity, preserving unique and/or rare plant and animal species. Sacred and taboo associations attached to mountains, rivers, caves, forest groves and temple sites play an important role in the protection of particular ecosystems by local people. Particular plant species of sacred sites are often used by traditional healers, priests or shamans who by virtue of their role in society often have a strong interest in the preservation of such sites, landscapes and ecosystems.

In some regions of the world, the belief in spirits inhabiting certain areas has served to quickly regenerate abandoned plots into mature forest. In other areas, sacred places play a major part in safeguarding critical sites in the hydrological cycle of watershed areas. Very often, a water well and its adjoining areas are held sacred, giving it a high degree of protection from pollution or overexploitation. Furthermore, in a number of instances, sacred sites have been instrumental in preserving the ecological integrity of entire landscapes. For these reasons, sacred sites can help in assessing the potential natural vegetation of degraded ecosystems or ecosystems modified by humans. As indicator sites, by using endemic plant species that are well adapted to the climatic and edaphic conditions of the area, they are instrumental for the rehabilitation of degraded environments. 

Sacred sites contain important reservoirs of genetic and species diversity and can help to protect ecosystems against environmental degradation. In this way, the transdisciplinary nature of the interface between cultural perceptions and scientific rationale in the effective protection of biological-cultural diversity found in sacred sites provides compelling models for the elaboration of integrated conservation-development programmes undertaken by environmental and development organisations.

With its mandate in culture as well as in natural and social sciences, the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) is probably the most suitable institution to address sustainable development and environmental conservation questions which arise at the interface of cultural and biological diversity.

Within the framework of UNESCO's "Programme on Man and the Biosphere (MAB)", biosphere reserves (presently 459 sites in 97 countries) couple the conservation of major ecosystems with the sustainable use of natural resources by local people through applied sciences on human-environment interactions. The “Seville Strategy for the World Network of Biosphere Reserves” stipulates inter alia that one should “utilize biosphere reserves as models of land management and of approaches to sustainable development”. Moreover, it recommends, that “biosphere reserves be established to include areas where traditional life styles and indigenous uses of biodiversity, including sacred sites, are practised”. Many biosphere reserves, indeed, include natural sacred sites. In a similar manner, the World Heritage Convention administered and serviced by UNESCO, lists cultural and natural sites, as well as cultural landscapes, of outstanding universal value for the preservation of future generations. Several world heritage sites are concerned with the conservation of biological diversity and cultural integrity reflecting different ethnic and spiritual world views.

The symposium will serve to present case studies on sacred natural sites and cultural landscapes from all world regions and cultures. The case studies will be commissioned to and presented by nature conservation experts with a view to make the presentations also appealing to the general public which is interested in cultural and natural diversity. From a scientific point of view, the symposium will also serve to test, validate and refine guidelines on “managing” sacred natural sites, which can be used by protected area managers and decision-makers. Many examples of sacred natural sites and cultural landscapes will derive from UNESCO World Heritage sites and the World Network of Biosphere Reserves.

7.3 Objectives of the Symposium
The UNESCO-MAB “International Workshop on the Importance of Sacred Natural Sites for Biodiversity Conservation”, which had been held at Kunming and Xishuangbanna Biosphere Reserve (China) in February 2003, provided the basis for the preparation of “Guidelines” for the conservation and management of sacred natural sites, in particular with regard to their importance for nature conservation. The draft guidelines were presented at the Third World Parks Congress (Durban, South Africa, September 2003) for comments and further refinement. 

These guidelines will be tested and validated by “managers” of sacred natural sites around the world, in particular in Africa, Asia-Pacific and Latin America starting in 2004. The results will then be presented at the international symposium in Tokyo. 

7.4. Expected Outcome

Using a global and comparative approach, and in addition to the Symposium itself, the following outputs are expected:

1) Publication of case studies of rural-based communities in different world regions with a clear assessment of the effectiveness of traditional practices in the conservation of the environment and its species diversity.  

2) Guidelines for appropriate environmental conservation and sustainable development based on traditional beliefs and socio-cultural acceptance, including management of cultural landscapes and sacred natural sites.

3) Preservation of indigenous knowledge on the sustainable use of natural resources and beneficial properties of plants (e.g. medicinal plants) and increased respect for traditional ecological knowledge in view of an ethical maintenance of cultural diversity and the creation of economic and social benefits. 

4) Enhanced knowledge of traditional ways in preserving cultural and biological diversity, and managing natural resources. 

5)  New perspectives for international collaboration to enhance management and conservation 

     of sacred natural sites and associative cultural landscapes 

7.5 Assistance to Organize Symposium

The organization of the international symposium requires multi-facetted preparatory and implementation tasks given the global scope of the symposium and interactions with other partner organizations, such as the United Nations University (UNU), IUNC-The World Conservation Union, the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues (SPFII) and the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO). In particular, a person is required who has experience with organizing such events and who is knowledgeable on the legal aspects of sacred natural sites that fall within the protected area category such as biosphere reserves and sites listed under the World Heritage Convention, as well as areas that have no legal protection status as yet, but which may be legally protected in the future. 

To accomplish the dual function of organizing the symposium from a logistic point of view and to provide a background paper on the substantial aspects of protected vis-à-vis non-protected sites taking into account different cultural world views pertaining to sacred natural sites and cultural landscapes, UNESCO needs a person who can assist with the preparation and implementation of the symposium. 

These tasks may be attributed to an intern from Belgium who has worked with the Division of Ecological and Earth Sciences for some time and therefore is already fully versed with the theme and requirements needed for the symposium. A period of three months (1 April to 30 June 2005) at a salary cost of € 1,775 per month is calculated to cover the incumbent’s work. Moreover, the incumbent is expected to participate in the symposium itself (30 May – 2 June 2005) to help organize and implement the symposium on site, for which an amount of € 2,000 has been calculated to cover travel and per diem costs in Tokyo.  

8. Time Schedule

1 April to 30 June 2005: 3 months 

9.1 Budget in Euros 
	 Budget Line
	Year: 2005
	Total

	21.00 Sub-contracts
	7,325 
	7,325

	Total project costs
	7,325
	7,325

	80.00 Overhead costs (10%)
	732
	732

	Grand Total
	8,057
	8,057


9.2 Budget in US Dollars (using February 2005 exchange rate of US.$ 1 = € 0.757)

	Budget Line
	Year: 2005
	Total

	21.00 Sub-contracts
	9,676
	9,676

	Total project costs
	9,676
	9,676

	80.00 Overhead costs (10%)
	967
	967

	Grand Total
	10,643
	10,643


